
NEW ZEALA ND

GO V E RNM’ENT GA ZETTE

Cblonk~ 8eeretary’aOtTice. Auakl~d,
l~tb August,~lS~4.

~I$ Excellency the Officer Adminlstt~. lug
J_JL the Government dii’ects the publication,
for general information, of the followlng cQr.
resl~ondence which has passed between His~
Excellency andthe House of Representatives.~

B~ His Excelleney’s command,
.ANDREW- SINC~AI,]g.,

Colonial, Seccetary.

t~o~ of ~ew Zeahmd.
~Ia~ R pJe~e y~¢ ~E~eellenzy~ .....

¯~ the-,C~mmeas of.NeW; ~alar~, aJ~
semhle~t in the House of Reprose~atiws,

~d’ ~e ~espect, your ~txcellencv s ~ery
important Message (No. ~ on the su’bject of
recur chan ge~ ~ it~ EX¢~’utjv.¢ ~o, ver~nt,

~nd the Legislature. .
¯ We can assure your Excellency of our ear.

~ dm~ia~ te give the earliest eenside~a~i’oa

to whatever matters may be sdbmitted to us by
or on behalf o~ your Excellency : but in ap-
proaching the sulr~,t ~ th~ Me~age in qzres-
rich, our attention h~ been, i~the~flrst i~st~nee,
directed to incident~ mattenr, to ~hlvh we
feel ourselves imperatively called on to advert.

The fact has been ststeal i~ this House by a
raem_ber in his place that the Message in
question ]~as been presented to this House un-
der his~advice, he not being asworn member
of Ilia Ex~celleney’~t.E~ecuti,~e Com~i],,.

The fact has also beea statedin this house
~by the same member in’his ~lace, that under
l:the present critical eircumstance~ of the Co-
l~lony~ and in reference’tO matters of the grave~t

[~tane e re~ati,g ~)’th¢ ~eeuCiv~:~,er’h-
~~,~,:~ ~u)di~n)y:i)~cti~g’ ~,t4~e sole
and’ exclusive advice of that member, without
and apart from those members of your Excel-
]~ncy’s ]~xeeutive Council, who are sworn to
advlse,y0me Excellency rightly, andwho alone
are respo~ible for the advice they may give.

The fact has also been stated in this house
by the same member ha his pl:aee, that in. ~-poo



IiticaI crisis and in reference to affairs de-
manding deep knowledge and careful consi-
deration of the law, ~rour Excellency is acting i
under the advice of that member, without the
advice and opinion of Her Majesty’s Attorney-
General.

We have heard the statements referred to with
alarm as tending to compromise the honour of
your ]~xcelleney’s Government, and fraught
with peril to the Colony.

Assuming the faCtS so stated to be true, we
humbly, butmost ealnestly pray your Ex-
cellency to take this our respectful remon-
strance into your serious consideration. We
can assure your Excellency, with the utmost
sincerity, of our anxious desire ~ all things
to mark our high respect for your person
and office ; at the same time, charged as we
are with high constitutional privileges invol-
Ving correst)6nding duties, we dare not hesi-
tate.to pray your Excellency, at this serious
crisis of affairs, to have recourse to the adwce
of your Executive Councillors, Who, by Her
Majesty’s Instructions and the rules of the
Constitution, are appointed as your "Excel-
]ency’s advisers in all matters of importance ;
~(~ounciilors who are sworn to advise your
Exce lency rightly, and who, will he respon-
sible to Her l~da~esty, to your Excellency, to
tlrls House, and to the Colony for the advice
they may give.

Without presuming to question your~Excel-
lency’s undoubted right to exercise, under or.
dinary contingencies, a free and unblassed
~udgment upon matters of Government policy,
,*we,~ne~ertheless, cannbt but regard~ ith~~ ’sub,
~ect of your Excellency’s Message, involving
as it does therelationgbetween the E~’

and tile Legislature, and affecting the whole
~tate of political affairs at the present momefit,
as matters~of.such importance as to he unfit
to be confided to an unofficial ~d irrosponsi-
ble adviSeh bu t’r~-the~’as ae~.~di 13 g ~eCo~e
~’yourExceilencfs part to your :Excellen-
ey’s swors constitutional advisers.

]~n the meantime We respectfil)ly assure
you’r l~-xceIlency,.that we will, at the earliest
moment, proceed to consider the subiects re-
ferred t0 in your Excelleney’s Message, With
~h anxious desire to co-operate with your :Ex:
cellehcy by all constitutional means in avert-
ing th~ diffcultles and dangers at present im-
pending over the Colony,

(Signed) CHAS. CL,rroan,
speaker of the ~ouse o~ Representatives.

House of Representatives, Auckland~

the attention of the House has been directed,
from the consideration of the important sub-
j~ctz of his Messages Nos, 24, 25, and 26.

Although he believes that under the Royal
Instructions which form part of the Constitu-
tion of New Zealand. he should have been
justified in treating the present critical state of
~ffairs as one of those occasions on which it is
competent to theOovernor to act independently
of His Fxecntive Councik, and, to avail him-
self of any advice or assistance at his free dis-
cretion, bearing himself alone the entire res-
ponsibility of any act performed by him, y, t
happily there is no necessity ior further ex-
planation of his views on that point, since he
is able to inform the House that in every
step taken by hitn during the present emer-
denny, he: has enjoyed:the unqualified coil-
Cutrence and supp0rt of his constitutional
advisers.

The O~cer administering the :Government
receives with p}easure the assurance of the
House that they will without further delay

~qroceed to consider the subjects of his Message
o. 25, because he is only waiting for the

i resulf of their delibei’ations thereon, is order
to add some members of the Assembly to the
Executive Conncil with the view of turning th,
remainder of the already protracted yet fruit-
less Session to some good account far the
people of New Zealand.

R. H, WTNYARD,

Officer administering the Government.
Auckland, New Zealand,

lath August, 1.8fi4.

WE, the Commons of New Zealand in the
House of Representatives assembled, .humbly beg
leave io address your ~xcellency m reply to
M~es igos. 25and 26, presented to this Hous%’
on the subject of the recent changes in the Exeeh-
tire Government, the relations betweert the E~e-
cutive and the Legislature, and other matters
of general policy.
, We beg to repeat the assurance of our high
respect for your Excellency’s: person and office
of our anxiety to co-operate with- your Excel-
lency in measures requisite for the public service
and of our earnest desire to reconcile unhappy.
differences which threaten the peaco of the
Colony. We trust that your ExcellenCy wil!
receive this our humble A_ddress as conceived,
in that spirit, and intended as far as possiblo
to ~romote those objects.

Turning to the subject of those Messages,
we venture to remind your Excellency. that
tlxe first act of this I-Iouse, upon commencing its

August 9th, 1854. practical work, was to resolve, after carethl and
: lengthened iteliberation~ in favor of the immediate¯

" :MgssAoE :No 30 ’ establishment of the Executive Government upon

~’ " " 0 " : "
the basis ot Ministerial Responsibility. We do not

un tnursctay, the I th xnstant, the Ofliceri[ repeat arguments which appeared talus, and were
administering the Government received from [ admitted by your Excellency to be couehlsive a~
t~e ,House of Representatives aa Address dated[ to the wisdom and necessity of that policy. We
the 9th,* to:which l~e would have~ repli~e~l with’ [ embodied our sent!nl~ts it~a ~;espoctfa~. Address
out delay, if he. had not atthe same lime been [ to which we reCei~d" a re.p,!y conVey.ing the:_ ~_ . . ~a -. - . -- =r | assurance or your ~xcellency s ln~entlon to
~tn~rme~. ox um aujournmen~ or me rtouse approach the consideration clothe subject, with a
nnul thxs uay. ~ { s~ncere desire to give effect, as far as might b~

He rejoices at being able to dispose at once [ia your power to do so, to our views." Your
and entirely of the incidental matter to which I Excellency now assures us that at that tia~
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~our Excelteney’s resolution was limited by the
condition that ," while fully admitting the princi-
ple, you should give immediate effect to it only
so thr asyou could do so constitutionally : and
that on.off, ruination of the Constitution Act and
Royal Instructions your Excellency was .led to
l~alt~e’ that that~hose instructions absolutely pre-
Chtded’you from establishing Ministerial ]~S’l~on-
sibility in a complete form~ and in .partiea~
lar.by forbidding you to disturb: any:tenure, of
office tterived from Her Majesty’s Sign.Mallual,
u.utjl you should receive from Her Majesty
express~ direction or -permissi°n. to set. aside ap-
pointments,funds by Herself/’ Your Ex~

nm.W~.., ofySur power was dmtmctly mmle~
to mesa gentlemen who subsequently.be~n~
members of the Government.

We cannot but express our sincere regret that
such your Excellency’s. resolution and opinion
was not from the first made known to this Houtm
m a more clear and distinct form.

So far as we understand your ,Excellen~y as
meaning that the present.holders of office could
not be removed, against their will, until pe~
siena should have been secured t~ them, this

iHou~, has throughout assented to your Excel;¯ ¯ . .ency s views and governed ~ts proceedings accord-
inglJr. But we ~mderstand your Excelleuey’s

as’now conveyed to Us, to have a far
wider seope~that" )our Excellency considers
yourself absolutely precluded from" asking or
even aeee,pti~g the retirement of those~o~oers
without dil~t permission from Her. Ma~,~
although the interests of:the imblivservj~
im~.mtlvelydemand,their.re~t~ aiM~dr0~gl~
P~ .,-~F.,be. secured~ te them .....
f we venture reepectlhlly to express our dimoutrein that opinion, one which appears to" tlds
House to be at variance with all usage’and
law, inconsistent with the spiritund against the
letter of the~Constitution Act--rue which has

O e anze (lerogatory to the dignity of the Go-
vernment itself, and subversive in the highest de-
gree of the interests of the public service.

This House certainly never understood such
~6a~0ur-Excellency’s meaning--nor would itve !)ecome a4~artyto a permanent arrangement
founded on that basis. It believed that theon~great
d/4tieulty lay in the necessity of first securing p~n-
siena to the retiring officers. That difficulty was
fully lald before us by your ExcellOncy’s l~e
aavisors in this I=[ouse, and was fully reco~nised
byus. Beyond this we do not perceive m the
~onStltutio~ Act, or in the Royal Instructions,
or in.any of the Decrements. apuended to’your.
Excelleney’s Message anything "leading us,. by
natural inference, to conclude that the question
of establishing Ministerial Responsibility in it#
completeness must be referred to England.

Had reference to England been considered as a
condition precedent to the concession of complete
ResponsibIe~C-~overnment, we cannot but think-
that i~justlce to this Itouse that condition should:
have~een distinctly stated. It ,would ha~.e.af:
~¢~ and prO~biy reversed the ~h01e Course of
~.# ~ ~is :House and of its general ~0ne~,¯
~s the disclosur~ of it,~ da ~vea ~gt ~,~.i

by#which three members of this House accepted
Sea~ in the:~x~emtive Couneit without ~fllc~ ~for
thep~ose of ~i~g oi~ th~ business of~tli~ Go,
vern~lit in ’~his. House, and as a preparatory
ttelJ~ ~rO could not regard it as more than ten~.
_orary or as intended to last longer than the~resent Session of the Assembly. Its nature was

so explained to us by those gentlemen in this
House, who were the immediate parties to it,
and we looked forward with certainty to a new
and permanent arrangement before the Session
ended, based on the complete establishment of
~Iinisterial Responsibility. "
. It was a matter of high gratification to this

House when in .furtherance of.what we were led
to believe the ,arrangement come to with your
Exocllency, three.gentlemen postessing our confi-
dence were appointed members of the Executive
Council, undertaking te represent the Govern-
ment~ and to conduct the Government business
in this House. Those gentlemen proceeded to

Hbuso i~:a"~a~ner ealcdnla~’~ltO:retalh, its confi-
donee, which they have neverforfeited. Various
measures were introduced by,them, the object
and effect of which:was in many particulars to
confer large powers on. the Executive ~overn-
merit, and in the course of.the passage of such
measures this House received assurances from time
to time from those gentlemen, holding as they
then did ttm position of your Excelleney’s respox~-
sible advisers, that the powers sought to be con-
ferred would, in acoorddnc~ With ~]io arrangement
come to, be exerted by an ExecUtive Govern-
ment ~eom@letely res~nsible to this House, and
enjoying its entire confidence, so that in effect
the full principle of Responsible Government
would be brought into action before or im-
mediatel~r after the termination of the Session.
Relying on such assurances ~this House agreed
to ~nany of~ such, p, ro~sed measures, whicl~
have been forff/arde~d through :sovei, al stages. In
l~ a Bill i~or regula.ting, the future ~ man-
_~ge~ of’the publi~l~rves,,has gone through,
~oth Houses of the Legislature. A Bill for regu.
l~ting the disposal of Waste Lands of the Crown
has gone threugh all its stages in this House
exeept the third ,reading, the principle of that
measure having been affirmed continually by

Provincial Governments under existing laws has
paemd through all its stages in this House, A
Bill for settling in .like manner the principle
of apportionment of public Revenue bet~veen the
Gdneral and Provincial GOvernments has ~assed
through all its stages. A Bill having for ~ts ob-
ject the establishment of the Executive Govern,
ment on the basis of Ministerial responsibility,
by altering the tenure of the principal offices, has
gone through ai second readin_~. That Bill has
only been delayed fo~ want of’the financial estl-
mates, the cause of that d~iay_ being solely a~tri-
butabl6 to your Excellency’s Exehut~qe officers,
who appear in this particular, as in others, to
have made insufficient preparation for the work
of the General Assembly. Other measures of
minor importance are uncler consideration. This
House cannot but advert to the fore_~oing state-.
ment of business transacted byAt, as ~indieating
it from the charge seemingly implied by your
Excelle~ey’s mesage, that it has ~egistated only
upon insignific,ant subjeetsand, in a-trifling way.
Even had sueE been the case, an apology might
have been found in the circumstances that your
Exeelleacy’s Executive officers ,ha4 failed in
~pari~g materials for ~; and those
I~ mdhib’~r#"~ ,the Government who hold seatS
in this House have not only been obliged to
conduct the ordinary Government business of the
House, but to mature and actually prepare the
legislative measures brcmght before it, a circum-
stance of which this House may justly complain
in replying to what they canndt~ but regard as
your Excellency’s rel~roof.

Setting aside this incidental point, the impor
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’ taut fact to which we would draw your Excellen-
cy’s attention is that the legislative measures
brought before this House by your Excellcncfs
late advisers, were of such a character that this
:House would not have acceded to them, except
in full reliance upon the complete establish-
ment Of Ministerial Responsibility by the retire-
ment of the present holders of office, when re-
quired, a reliance resting not only on published
and Official documents, but on assurances given
to us by your Exceilency’s representatives in this
:House that such would be the case.

The necessity of such change has been made ap~
parent from the actual state of the ,~arious de-
partments of the Executive Government, and
the condition of public affairs as disclosed in
the course of the business of the Session.
There appears to be no systematic plan for
the managemenb of Native affairs or for effeoting
purchases of land from the Natives; the
Department of Finance is without order or ar-
rangement-nor, so far as we can learn, is there

, any effectual check over public expenditure. The
~Vaste Lands Department requires thorough re-
organization ; not merely from its defective state,
but in order to adapt it to recent changes. Com-
plaints are heard from many quarters of
the state of the Survey Department. There
is no effectual system of Public Audit, and
a difficulty is experienced in ascertaining
the real state of the public accounts. Owing to
this state of disorder and inefficiency, thi~
:House cannot, at this moment ascertain
the true state of the Colony’s outstanding
liabilities. The accounts laid before us shew
wide discrepancies between the actual condition
of the public finances and that stated in your
Excelleney’s opening address. Charges hitherto
unknown to the public have been hitherto in-
curred which threaten to absorh the larger_part
of the territorial revenue of ~he Southern Pro-
Vinces. Debentures on the public revea~,~
stated {0 be Outstanding, issued~ without aut~(;~lty’
of law; claims on account of old debts, ex.
ceeding in the whole tO0,O001,, still hang
over the colony; a large mass of old land
claims remain unsettled, as it is alleged hy
default of the Government, and little -or nb
progress has been made towards setting at rest
disputes arising OUt of old land grants which
it is fearedmay give rise to Native disturbances,
~ot 0nly is there difficulty in ascertaining the
extent 0fcharges on the territorial revenue in
the form of ]and scrip; but the )ssue of land
setup appears to be without any effectual check,
control, or limit. A large per cents_eo of the
territorial revenue has been bargained away

i] Co the :Natives without legal authority; Public
Reserves have been improperly alienated; the
:Native Reserves are without regulation by law.

’-~o sum up the ease, the whole organization
of Government has apt?eared to this House in a
state of weakness and disorder demanding strong
and immediate measures, both for restoring it to
healthy and vigorous action, and for adapting it
to the recent Constitutional changes.

Under existing circumstances "the present offi-
cers of the Executive Government cannot, in the
judgment of this House continue to direct pub-
lic aft%its so as to satisfy the colony or win the
confidence of the legislature. They have been
hitherto merely the instruments of a system of
arbitrary rule, nor can it be expected that officers
under whose management disorders and abuses
have grown up should be the ready and proper
instruments for correcting them.
, Permit us to assure your Excellency in the

mos~ earnest (though, we trust, not disrespectful)
hngt~age, that the.interests of the colony demand

lan immediate change, and in accordance with
those pledges which we have referred to as¯ " " ’ n[having been given m your Excellency s ame,

/we pray you not to’i~terpose any obstacle in
the way of the accomplishment of so desirable an
object.

We, for our part, are ready ~o fulfil so much
of the engagement as belongs to na ; we are
prepared to secure to the retiring officers Suitable
~er~ions, and upon receiving your Excetlency’s
assurance in reply te this Address that those
g0nfiemen will no longer stand as an obstacle
in the way of the ptthli~ service, ~ will forth-
with pass through oar House a measure for leou~
ring such pensions. That being done, the compact

:made between your Excellency and this :House
is one of which we ask the fulfilment.

Your Excellency will observe that in th~ fore.
going appeal this House has carefully guarded
itself against toue~ug upon thase’controverted
questions between your Excellency ud your late
advisers in this House, to which your F_~xcellency’s
message refers. We have studiously and inten.
tionally drawn that line which it appears to us
fitting on our part to observe. ,

The compact made by your Excellency with
this House is one distinct from all private
understandings and arrangements between your
Excellency and your individual ministers. Our
claim on your Excellency rests on no such
grounds. It rests on published and official dec.
uments, interpreted and explained to us openly
and publicly by your Excelieney’s responsible
advisers in this House’/upon the faith of which
co.mpact the whole business of legislation has
proceeded during this session.

In truth we do not think that matters of
personal controversy between war Excellency
and your Ministers ought ¢0 b’e brought before
this House as if for judicial decision or arbitra.
ment, This House.is an unfit body to determine
~uch st" ~ oiJa~ ~a~ o~ ~nour~ or
as a .]umcml ~rmunaL *~ nas no means o~aseer-
taining accurately the true facts. It can but
listen with deep pain to controverted Statements
of fact on either side. To arbitrat% as your Ex-
cellency would seem to ask of this House, in
such a matter, is an office which we respectfully
decline; and we cannot but express our regret
that your Excellency should have been advised
to make such an appeal.

We venture thus unreservedly to address your
Excellency, in reference to the terms of your !i
Excellency s Message, because it has been pub- i l
licly announced te us by Mr. E. G. Wakefield,
a member of this House, that that Message was
prepared and presented to this House under his
advice; that he alone is responsible for it, and that
he alone has been your Exeellency’s adviser in
this matter. We trust we may be pardoned under
these circumstances for expressing our sentiments
in reference te that Message in other language
than if it had been the spontaneousexpressiou of
your Excellency’s own mind, dietate~l by your
own unbiassed sentiments of honour and gene-
rosity, e

Having thus ventured to submit to your Ex-
cellency arguments grounded en the consideration
of past and existing circumstances, we turn to
the future, appealing to your Excellency under
a deep and solemn conviction of the responsibility
Wlfich rests noless upon your Exeell’ency thaa
upon ourselves under the present critical posi-
tion of the Colony. Dismissing all that has
past, we pray your Excellency to look at the
question as now standing on new ground, and
surrounded with new circumstances, and therefore*
justifying new concessions. Will your Excel-
lency deem it wise to return to the original stat~
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of’~tb~b~ and. ;~o attempt t~+ cant on the +,Go. + anx~eW to dlsehargo mw ow~ eouw in+this
~ment with your present Offieers~ag~i~ t~he matter. And in conetudo~ we humb~ ~ t~t
d~edlared~" judgment of this HOUSe, and the gene- your ExceLlency wiJt be+pleased to give due

+~l.opinionoftlre:Colony’!’ ~ssuming~t~i~sHbuse weigi~ttoa~,um~Teuftd~tn¢onsiderati0hs0f
to l~e’prvpareffto+pl~c~t~ the dispo~’~tmcli a j~sttee, policy,.m~l~du~y;: a~l, ~ fs~ ~in~ ybu
Gov~tt~nv~he requisi~ supplies fez the’pliblie lies, ~ ,te resette the. coto~y :b~m~ liar, ~l~
service, We pray, your Excellency t~ ~nsidev diff~uldes by acceding;t~ou~ :a~ifamted~ ph~y~er,
how powerless it would:be.te contend~eg~tst~tlie fo~ the immediate establishment, of, the Exeeu-

_ difficulties vclth which it would be sur, ro~nded, tire Government on the basis+of ¢0mple.te~ Minis-
Asit would ~ot command the sympatl~ or.~spec~ terial ResponsibiliLy~

’ ture; or by’public opinion, ~it would lye~ ~ to . CH~I~LRS4~LLFFORD~
~faiL ~ ~ny-strttg~gle+~t~those bmiies~mtdin.t~ut~ ’ ~ Speaker,
failure+may b~ revolve& a loss of iaflwenoe ~ot~ ......... - . i ’
which the ,unity of ,the Colony d~l~end~ ’ How, M~t’ssAo~, Ne~ 3~ ,:
ramble such a Government would be during ..... ........
the ’"l-^-t -^--~i-- ~f :*- --^ ~^-~ exis~ "ive’ Oi~ct~.a~mmrstenng’ ttm ~ov~r~men~e* tot .t~ ~Lt~ v ~.t~ pJ:t~Uv~.tVtt~t~ ~ ,t ,~. ,+~ ........ ~, ~, , ’
’tence’ to originate and execute th0~e rueS. ! nas+recet~’mr~clare~ from .tne~..t~ouse- 0!
sures of organic reeonstructio~ of ~vhleh ttepre~entatives, dated the 16th inme~/tt i~n
we+ Itwze shown so- gTe~ and-~ch~,.answer to his-~e~s~ny~’,,ttie +~th~-instant
-tm~diate need. Besides. thiS, ~ho.,Empirol (’l~. :~, and+ lttts+b~w*fff:~lVen+,tlte~¢omeats
¯ i~ ".revolved in foreign war, the :,effee~ of [’of tha~ "o~oet~ettt~ the m~t~ consi~

’’ y_ "g ¯ y, y ¯ : .... , , rgtt --
; dbcision te~ve~j, t~,momentous evils wllidimay i,,&dtli-~ st" eewTe~te~4hi~ ~o ~terl~’the~ fr!end~
¯ .~rmg f~’e~b~~, unsupported,~an@ U~popula~ I’ ~t~timet~t~ tbwttrd~ ~+4~mt~ef~!~.~

~0~" 3~Rr~xeetteBey ox, mexemporary.~aturo~ott.~-,. -" .,- :;,,: " .~,~ .~ ..... 2.. ,, .... ...
¯ y~ur ExdeIlency’s tenure Of office. But I.Y0uv I mean~ m m~ ,power.- v~r.over~_’ ~..~t~t~ _9+EkceIlency~ on the other hand, must pard~ us Vttle’fltOu~e antT td~setf d~’pt~rti0~.,~ Ad-
’ for~;remi~’dtngyon, that the demand of Minis- I d~ess, which lie cannot btrt’f~el’ to’be objectiow-
: teriM Responsibility was-one of the obvious inci~ ] abte, could’ pmdut:e no’ good-result+ and: wou|~l
dents .of the a~sem~ling of a popular Legislature; [’nrobab]v lead: to ~ ’in~’~:--# rife ~vi~ wh.~h

,.~,,~muu extenb oonna .youse~i ~o zo~mw our .f~rtI~,.,O.,h~.=,d,;a~ .........
that measure to its natural covs~L.t~ees~ " ’ .......

The te-~orar,~ and - ~o, ~s~-~a~ ~-,u-e ~-,J-- [ In~ the hope of secmang’ harmonious ~e]~-
¯ F, xcelIency s’+emire of 0Mce is indeed an’ argu, I rich+ between t]te ~dsla~ive a~d" EXe~
"meat’ the"force"of" which we° rec0gnise it/’e~ti~ "hranches~0f the ~O~et)~ anff; ih~rde~’tu
mating your Excellency:s-claims ~ on~ sue" ~ym-~[’mee~to;. the’~dl~hi~t~e.~hi~efuf

" r ~ "~; ,gratitude;+ but not as a groundtl~he+[~u+e Wi~"l~,~+tb tl~e mtkK~fsl~menf6f
¯ of .relie£ .fi~m~:the duties :oY y~n~position. Mifli~t,~r;~] ~ ...... ihlq~t v #I6e/3~¢e~cam~.
Under grave circ~/mstances like the ure~nt~tte ~-’~’~’%++"~’~+v~++++++f’~.’ "~ ..." +",’."-~-’"~,
¯ ,.- + . xs~ermg.+ me~tovernment’, a~’ari eatay’permainterests of the. colony are the one varamount~con-~] ........ ....... , , ..,. ........ ~:

not how to draw~dimi.c*i+n+~weett the+rel~ttonffi[ st i1+ty q~,~~L~e+:+i+ tltv
ofthe Govern9++ d d:fa~o+ tomds.the Colony,{Vmmpo~titra’.~/t[~e¯~x~ti~’~,?~Phe
)vh~her he be ̄ ~ permanent or tempom~y~:ad-,/ ho~ ever t~" i~edteer wiiii! idea~Te :tlie"e~,
~lflitt~t~x~)f’ tlle~otfiee, ’ nor~mW+we’~izei/pr~siotr of’the"sati~f~ett~n ’of t~ House: at"~liih
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the ~tpp~abf’a p~i+eiple of polic~, full~r ad- "teri,g file ,Goverment~+i nev~hel+s~, +~-
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, . . _ . . po , , .
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¯ h Y "~- o yo~ ground, and surro ded with new circumstances,wtt out reserve, no ]es~ from motzves of duty te ...... .~n . ,,
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Majesty s Servic~ an~ of the Colony, than fiom word~ el~ ttze 2~2dclteS~i-~
a deep sense of our own res onmbihties and an "The tmmedta eP ...... t establishment of the Execu-
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tlve Government on the basis of complete Min-
isterial Responsibility."

By his Message No. 25, the Officer admin-
istering the Government informed the House
that he believed himself to be absolutely pre-
cluded by the Royal Instructions from estab-
lishing Ministerial Responsibility in a com-
plete form ; and not anything contained in the
present Address from the House is calculated
tolead him to adifferent conclusion. His sense
of duty absolutely forbids him to make the
concession now required in terms of the most
positive character; and he has dnly to repeat
the "settled conviction of his mind that by
yielding on the point of duty he should de-
serve the censure of Her Majesty and incur
the disapprobation of the Colonists of New
Zealand.

It is therefore plaln that a difference has
taken place between the House of Represen-
tatives and the Officer administering the Go-
vernment, which is at this moment irrecon-
cilable. The present Address from the
House coupled with his own unaltered sense
of duty to Her Majesty and the Colony, leaves
him without a hope of being able to restore
for the present that kind of Ministerial Res-
ponsibility which recently gave so much’
satisfaction to himself and apparently to the
House and the public. Neither adverting to
the early proceedings of the House with re,
gard to Ministerial Responsibility--te the
whole character of the Address now before
hlm--and to the large majority by which ~t
was adopted, can the Officer administering
the Government think it possible that the
House should carry on business without any
ministerial communication between them and
the head of the Government. He is pain-
fully convinced that, as respects Legislation
for the service of the Colony, the Session
has’ ’come to an end.

Under these new circumstances as produced
by the new demand of the House, the or-
dinary duty of the Officer Administering the
Government would be to prorogue the Par-
liament indefinitely, and to ’submit the whole
subject to Her Majesty and the Imperial Par-
liament. But as he has before in his anxiety
to do what he thought would be serviceable
and very agreeable to the people of the colony,
taken steps and incurred responsibility
beyond the ordinary duty of an accidental and
temporary administrator of the Government,
so now--with the "same disposition towards
the colonists, he clings to the hope that
Legislation by the General Assembly’ ma~

i not be indefinitely suspended: and, trustlrrg
i that a majority of the House may yet, after
reflection, be willing to eo-operate with him
in passing laws which arc greatly needed by
the colony, he intends forthwith to prorogue
:ihe Parliament fo~ but a short periSd, and to
lay before them when they reassemble, his
views of what the wants and best interests of
the colony den!and.

In the meanwhile it will be his endeavour
to add to the Executive Council such a
number of members, being members of the
Legislature, as shall give to all the Provinces
an effectual voice and influence in’both the
Legislative and Executive proceedings of the
Head of the Government. And he further
intends, with the view of accelerating as much
as possible the establishment of complete
Ministerial Responsibility in New Z,alaud, to
despatch without delay to Her Majesty’s Go-
vernment an earnest request that they may be
pleased, either by means of the Royal Pre-
rogative, or by the aid of Parliament, to enable
the General Assembly to pass an effectual"
measure for establishing Responsible Govern-
ment in this Colony according to the forms
and usages of the British Constitution. After
the brief recess of the General Assembly its
two Houses will determine whether it may not
also be expedient for them to concur with the
Officer administering the Government in passing
a Bill for the same purpose, (which, of course,
would he reserved for Her Majesty’s assent,)
so that no means may he~negt~otod of.acquiring
for the Colony in the shortest possible time, a
Political Constitution to which the House
of Representatives do not attach more import-
ance, and which they are not more desirous of
obtaining for this Colony than the Officer Ad-
ministering the Government.

R. H. WYNYARD,

Officer Administering the Government.
Government I~louse,

Auckland, 17th August, 1854.

. MESSAGE NO. 33.

The Officer Administering the Government
transmits to the House of Representatives a
copy of the New Zealand Government Gazette
containing a Proclamation proroguing the
General Assembly until Thursday, the 31st
instant.

R.H. WY~YARD,
Officer Administering the Government.

Government House,
Auckland, 17th August, 1~54.
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