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: Colonial Secretary’s Office, Auckland
’ ¥8th August, 1854, -
HIS Excellency the Officer Administering
& the Government directs the publication,
for genéral information, of the following cor-
respondence which has passed between His
Excellency and the House of Representatives..
By His Excelleney’s command,
ANDREW- SINCLAIR.,
# , Colonial Secretary.
To His Evcellinty the Ofice
Grovernmont of Vew, Zealand.
. May it please your Excellency,—~ - ..
We, the.Commons of New: Zealand; ase

sembled in the House of Representatives, beg
1@9»}@  acknowlodge, with-sentiments of deip-
and- satere respect, y’oﬁr"ﬁx’céllency‘s very
important Message (No. 28) on the subject of
recent changes in the Executive Government,
and the relations ‘bétween your Excallency
and the Legislature. ~ . '
» We c¢an assure your Excellency of our ear-.

er administering the |
|:by the same member in his place, that under

I £ P DA KA FOAEAEE .

[ to whatever matters may be submitted to us by
or on behalf of your Excellency: but in ap-
proaching the subject of’ the Message in ques=
tion, our atrention Hax beetr, irvtlie first instance,
directed to incidental matters, to which ‘we
| feel ourselves imperatively called on to advert.

The fact has been stated in this House by a
member in his place that the Message in
question has been presented to this House un-
der his'advice, hé not being - 2 sworn member
of lis Excellency’s Executive Couneil,

The fact has also been stated in this house

the present eritical ¢i¥cumstances of the Co-
‘lony, and in reference to matters of the gravest
portance relating to the Brecutive: Govern-
iswot, yoor Exsellency is-actirg under the sole .
and exclusive advice of that member, without
aund apart from those members of your Excel-
lency's Executive Council, who are sworn to
advise your Excellency rightly, and who alone
are respowsible for the advice they may give.
‘The fact has also been stated in this house

post dosive to give the earliest eenside,mﬁi‘w!

| by the same member in his place that is a-po-
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litical crisis and in reference to affairs de-
manding deep koowledge and careful consi-
deration of the law, your Excellency is acting
under the advice of that member, without the
advice and opinion of Her Majesty’s Autorney-
General,

We have heard the statements referred to with
alarm as tending to compromise the honour of
your Excellency’s Government, and fraught
with peril to the Colony,

Assuming the facts so stated to be true, we
humbly, but most eatnestly pray your Ex-
cellency to take this our respectful remon-
strance into your serious consideration. We
can assure your Excellency, with the utmest
sincerity, of our anxious desire ip all things
to mark our high respect for your person
and office ; at the same time, charged as we
are with high congtitutional privileges invol-
ving corresponding duties, we dare not hesi-
tate to pray your Excellency, at this serious
crisis of affairs, to have recourse to the advice
of your Executive Councillors, who, by Her
Majesty’s Instructions and the rules of the
Constitution, are appointed-as your Excel-
lency’s advisers in all matters of importance ;
—(ouncillors who are sworn to advise your
Exce'lency rightly, and who, will be respon-
sible to Her Majesty, to your Excellency, to
this- House, and to the Colony for the advice
they may give.

Without presuming to question your;Excel-
lency’s undoubted right to exercise, under or-
dinary contingencies, a free and unbiassed
gudgment upon matters of Government policy,
‘we, nevertheless, cannot but regard the subs
Ject of. your Excellency’s Message, involving.

as it 'does the relations between the Exemived—

and the Legislature, and affecting the whole
state of political affairs at the present moment,
as matters of such importance as' to be unfit
to be confided to an unofficial and irresponsi~
.ble adviser, but rather as demanding recourse
on your Excellency’s part to your Excellen-
cy’s swore constitutional advisers. )
_In the meantime we respectfully assure
your Excellency, that we will, at the earliest
Mmoment, proceed to consider the subjects re«
ferred to m your Excellency’s Message, with
an anxiovs desiré to co-operate with your ‘Ex-
cellency by all constitutional means in ‘avert-
- ing the difficulties and dangers at present im-
pending over the colonv,
. (Signed) 'Cuas. Crirrorp,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

House of Representatives, Auckland,
' -Aungust 9th, 1854,

Mgessage No, 30,

On Thursday, the 10th instant, the Officer;
administering the Government received from
the House of Representatives an Address dated
the 9th, to which he would have replied with- |
out delay, if he had not at the ssme time been
informed of the adjournment of the House
until this day. »

He rejoices at being able to dispose at once
and entirely of the incidental matter ta which |

v

the attention of the House has been directed,
from the consideration of the important sub-
jeets of his Messages Nos, 24, 25, and 26.

Although he believes that under the Royal
Instructions which form part of the Constitu-
tion of New Zealand. he should have been
justified in treating the present critical state of
affairs as one of those occasions on which it is
competent to the Governor to act, independently
of His Fxecutive Counci,and-to avail him-
self of any advice or assistance at his free dis-
cretion, bearing himself alone the enti‘re res-
ponsibility of any act performed by him, yt
happily there is no necessity for further ex-
planation of his views on that point, since he
is able" to inform the House that in every
step taken by him during the present emer-
gency, he has enjoyed.the unqualified con-
cutrence and support of hia constitutional
advisers, . ' :

The Officer administering the 'Government
receives with pleasure the assurance of the
House that they will without further delay
proceed to consider the subjects of his Message
No. 25, because he is only waiting for the
result of their delibefations thereon, in order
to add some members of the Assembly to the
Executjve Council with the view of turning the
remainder of the already protracted yet fruit-
less Session to some good account fer the
people of New Zealand.

: - R. H. WynvaRrDp,
Officer administering the Government.
Auckland, New Zealand,
~.15th August, 1844,

To his Excellency the Officer Administering the Go-
= BHNIIE OISR BIRPOIIE: = Ftem, 70000 cog
WE, the Commons of New Zealand in the
House of Representatives assembled, humbly beg
leave 40 address your Excellency in reply to
Messages Nos. 25°and 26, presented to this House,
on the subject of the recent changes in the Execti~
tive Giovernment, the relations between the Exe-
cutive and the Legislature, and other matters
of general policy.

« We beg to repeat the assurance of our high
respect for your Excellency’s person and office
of our anxiety to co-operate with your Excel-
lency in measures requisite for the public service
and of our earnest desire to reconcile unhappy
differences which threaten the peace of the
Colony, We trust that your Excellency will
receive this our humble A:ddress as conceived,
in that spirit, and intended- as far as possible
to promote those objects.

Turning to. the subject of those Messages,

- | we venturs to remind your Excellency that
the first act of -this House, upon commencing its

practical work, was to resolve, after careful and
lengthened deliberation, in favor of the immediate
establishment of the Executive Government upon
thebasis ot Ministerial Responsibility. We do not
repeat arguments which appeared to us, and were
admitted by your Excellency to be conelusive as
to the wisdom and necessity of that policy. We

- embodied our sen(;_in’lts, i 8 respecttul, Address

to which we received a reply conveying the
assurance of your Excellency’s intention “to
approach the consideration of jthe subject, with a
sincere desire to give effect, as far as might be
in your power to do so, to our views.” Your
Excellency now assures us that at that time
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Your Excelleney’s resolution was limited by the .

condition that * while fully admitting the princi-
ple, you should give immediate effect to it only
80 far as. you could do so constitutionally : and
that on.examination of the Constitution Act and
Royal Instructions your Excellency was led to
balieve that thatthose ivstructions absolutely pre-

- ehuded you from establishing Ministerial Respon-

‘sibility in & complete form; and in -partiew:
lar by forbidding ‘you -to disturb’ anytenure: o
office derived from.Her Majesty’s Sign:Matiual,
until you. should receive from Her Majesty
express direction or permission to set aside ap-
paintoents :made by Herselfi . Your. Excellep:

:ataine that such ‘opinion as

ur YOWei' was distinctly made:

-Wee canmot but express our sincere regret that
such ‘your Fxcellency's- resolution 'and opinion
was not from the first made known to this House
in.a more clear and distinct form, T

So far as we understand your Excellency as
meaning that the present holders of office could
not be removed, against their will, until pen-
sions should have been secured t» ‘them, this
House has throughout, assented to your Excel-

lency’s views and governed its proceedings accords

ingly, But we understand your Excellency's
meamng 8800w conveyed to us, to have 'a. far
wider scope—that" your Excellency censiders
yourself g solutely precluded from askivg- or
even acceptirig the retirement of those.officers
without direét permission-from Her . Vs
althoggh the interests of the public service m
imiperatively demand their retirement, mm%ﬁg
bapsions.may-be sequred:to them, - . -

.- We venture respectfully to express our dissent
from that opinion, one which a pears to: this
Hous_e to be at variance with afl usage and
law, inconsistent with the spiritand against the
letter of the: Constitution

never before been suggested

one alike derogatory to the dignity of the Go-
vernment itself, and subversive in the highest de-
gree of the interests of the public service. :
This House certainly never understood such
t&,»beyéut;Excellency’s meaning—nor would it
have become a party 0 a permanent arrangement
founded on that basis. It believed that the onegreat
difficulty lay in the necessity. of first securing pan-
sions to the retiring officers. That diffculty was
fully laid before us by your Excelléncy’s late
advisers in this House, and was fully recognised
by.us. . Beyond this we do not perceive in the
Constitation. Act, or in the Royal Instructions,

or inany of the Documents. ap;{ended to your:

Excellency’s. Message anything leading us,. by
natural inference, to conclude that the question
of establishing Ministerial Responsibility in its
eompleteness must be referred to England.

-Had reference to England been considered as s
condition precedent to the concession of complete
Responsible-Government, we cannot but think
that i%_ll\lstice to this [House that condition should:
have been distinctly stated. = It would have.af-
facted
proeeedings of this House and of its general golicy,
as the disclosurs of i  do.even at thisls

hat partial and provisional arrangement
bygwhich three members of -this House accepted
seatsin the, Exeontive Council without office for
the pirrpose of earrying oh the business of the Go-
vernmernt in this- House, aud as a . preparatory
steps we could not regard it as more than tem-
p,orary or as.intended to last longer than the

| carry onsthe |

emen who :subsequently beoarse |

Act—one which - has.

and probably reversed the whole course of

present Session of the Assembly. Its nature was.

so explained to us by those gentlemen in this
House, who were the immediate parties to it,
and we looked forward with certainty to a new
and permanent arrangement before the Session .
ended, based on the complete esmbllshmeqt of

Ministerial Responsibility.. * - - o X
- It was a matter of -high gratification to this
House when in furtherance of.what we were led
to believe the arrangement come to: with your
Excellency, three gentlemen possessing our confi=-
dence were appointed members of the Executive
Council, undertaking to represent the Govern-
ment, and to conduct the Government business
in_this House. Those gentlemen proceeded to
y o0 the businesof. the Government ik this.

d to retain its confi--
dence, which tliey have never forfeited. Various
measures were imtroduced -by.them, the object
and -effect of which:was in many particulars to
confer large. powers on. the Executive Govern-
ment, and in the course of the passage of such

. | measures this House received assurances from time

to time from . those gentlemen, holding as they
then did the position of yaur Excellency’s respon-
sible advisers, that the powers sought to be con-
ferred would, in accordance: with the srrangement
come to, be exercised by an Executive Govern-
ment :completely responsible to this House, and
enjoying its entire confidence, so that in effect
the fall principle of Responsible Government
f would be brought into action before or im-
mediatelly after the termination of the Session.
‘Relying” on_ such assurances this House agreed
to many of such ‘propesedl measures, whichy
| have been forwarded through several stages. In
paztictlar a Bill for regulatiog. the future man-~
{ agement of the quli;ﬁperves,has one through
both Houses of the Legislature, . A Bill for regu~
lating the disposal .of Waste Lands of the Crown
has gone through all its stages in this House
except the third jreading, the principle of that
measure having been ' affirmed - continually by

e SR T L S

Provincial Governments under existing laws has
passed through all its stages in this House. A
Bill for settling in like manner the principle
of apportionment of public Revenue between the
General and Provincial Governments has passed
through all its stages. A Bill' having for its ob-
ject the establishment of the Executive Govern-
‘ment on the basis of Ministerial responsibility,
by altering the tenure of the principal offices, has
gone through ajsecond reading, -That Bill has
only been deldyed for want of the financial esti-
mates, the cause of that delay being solely aftri-
butable to your Excellency’s Executive officers,
who appear in this particular, as in others, to
have made insufficient preparation for the work
of the General Assembly., Other measures of
minor importance are under consideration, This
House cannot but advert to the foregoing state-
ment of business transacted by.it, as vindicating
it from the charge seemingly imrlied by your

Excellegey’s mesage, that it has legislated ‘only
upon insignifigant subjects and in a trifling way,
Even had such been "ﬂ!‘e' case, an-apology might
have been found. in the circumstancés that your
Exeellency’s Executive officers . had failed in
Fr!%;r&,r%@svwma&sxials for Legislation;  and those
ateé members of the Government who hold. seats
in this House have not only been obliged to
conduct the ordinary Government business of the
| House, but to mature and actually prepare the
legislative measures brought before it, a ciccurs-
stance of which this House may justly complain
in replying to what they cannok. butl regard as
your Excellency’s reproof. ,
Setting aside this incidental point, the impor




+ tant fact to which we would draw your Excellen-
cy’s attention is that the legislative measures
brought before this House by your Excellency’s
late advisers, were of such a character that this
House would not have acceded to them, except
in full reliance upon the complete establish-
ment 6f Ministerial Responsibility by the retive-
ment of the present holders of office, when re-
quired, a reliance resting not only on published
and official documents, but on assurances given
0 us by your Excellency’s representatives in this
House that such would be the case.

‘The necessity of such change has been madeap-
parent from the actual state of the various de-
partments of the Executive Government, and
the condition of public affairs as disclosed in
the course of the business of the Session.
There appears to be no systematic plan for
the management of Native affairs or for effecting
purchases of land from the Natives; ~the
Department of Finance is without order or ar-
rangement—nor, so far as we can learn, is there
any effectual check over public expenditure. The
Waste Lands Department requires thorough re-
organigation ; not merely from its defective state,
but in order to adapt it to recent changes. Com-
plaints are heard from many quarters of
the state of the Survey Department. There
is no effectual system of Public Audit, and
a difficulty is experienced in ascertaining
the real state of the public accounts. . Owing to
this state of disorder and inefficiengy, - thi
House cannot, at. this moment ascertain
the true state of the Colony’s outstanding
liabilities. ~ The accounts laid before us shew
wide discrepancies between the actual condition
of the public finances and that stated in your
Excellency’s opening address. Charges bitherto
unknown to the pub%ie have been hitherto in-
curred whith threaten to absorb the larger part
of the territorial revenue of #he Southern Pro-
vinces. Debentures on the
stated fo be outstanding, issued without authority
of law; claims on account of old debts, ex-
ceeding in the whole 100,000/, still hang
over the eolony; a large mass of old land
claims remain unsettled, as it is alleged by
default of the Goverument, and little or no
progress has been made towards setting at rest
disputes arising out of old land grants which
it is feared may give rise to Native disturbances,
Not only is there difficulty in ascertaining the
extent of charges on the ferritorial revenue in
the form of land serip; but the jssue of land
scrip appears to be without any effectual check,
control, or limit. A large per centage of the
territorial revenue has been bargained away
to the Natives without legal autbority ; Public

i Reserves have been improperly alienated; the
* Native Reserves are without regulation by law.

To sum up the case, the whole organization
of Government has appeared to this House in a
state of weakness and disorder demanding strong
and immediate measures, both for restoring it to
healthy and vigorous saction, and for adapting it
to the recent Constitutional changes.

Under existing circumstances the present offi-
cers of the Executive Government cannot, in the
Jjudgment of this House continue ta direct pub-
lic affairs so0 as to satisfy the colony or win the
oconfidence of the legislature. They have been
hitherto mierely the instruments of a system of"
arbitrary rule, nor can it be expected that officers
under whose management disorders and abuses
have grown up should be the ready and proper
instruments for correcting them.

- Permit us to assure your Excellency in the
most, earnest (though, we trust, not disrespectful )
language, that the.intorests of the colony demand

gmblic revenus, arg,.
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an immediate change, and in accordance with
those pledges which we have referred to. as
having been given in your Excellency’s name,
we pray you noi to interpose any ob.stacle n
the way of the accomplishment of so dgsirable an
object.

%Ve, for our part, are ready 1o fulfil so much
‘of the engagement as belongs to us; we are

repared to gecure to the retiring officers suitable
gensions, and upon receiving your Excellency’s
assurance in reply to this Address that those
gentlemen will no longer stand as an obstacle
in the way of the publie service, we will forth-
with pass through our House s measure for secu.
ring such pensions. That being done, the compact
made between your Excellency and this House
is one of which we ask the fulfilment.

Your Excellency will observe that in the fore-
going appeal- this House has carefully guarded
itself against toyching upon those*controverted
questions between your Excelloncy and your late
advisersin this House, to which your Excelleney’s
messgge refers, We have studiously and inten-
tionally drawn that line which it appears to us
fitting on our part to observe. ', .

The compact made by your Excellency with
this House is one distinct from all private
understandings and arrangements between your
Excellency and your individual ministers. - Qur
claim on” your Excellency rests on mno such
grounds. It rests on published and official doc-
uments, interpreted and explained to us openly
and publicly by your Excellency’s responsible
advisers in this House$ upon the faith of which
eompact the whole business of legislation has
proceeded during this session.

In truth we do not think that matters of
personal controversy between your Excellency
and your Ministers ought to be brought before
this House as if for judicial decision or arbitra-
ment, This House.is an unfit hedy t’fo htietermme
such guestions, whether a8 3 cough of honour, or
as’a ju %’cﬁ% Tibunal, ’f%s"né méans of ascer-
taining accurately the true facts. It can but
listen with deep pain to controverted statements
of fact on either side. To arbitrate, as your Ex-
cellency would seem to ask of this House, in
such & matter, is an office which we respectfully
decline; and we cannot but express our regret
that your Excellency should have been advised
to make such an appeal.

We venture thus unreservedly to address your
Excellency in reference to the terms of your
Excellency’s Message, becanse it has been pub-
licly announced to us by Mr. E. G. Waketield,
a member of this House, that that Message was
prepared and presented to this House under his
advice; that he alone is responsible for it, aqd that
he alone has been your Excellency’s adviser in
this matter. We trust we may be pardoned under
these circumstances for expressing our sentiments
in reference to that Message in other language
than if it had been the spontaneous-expression of
your Excellency’s own mind, dictated by your
own unbiassed sentiments of honmour and gene-
rosity. *

Having thus ventured to submit to your Ex-
cellency arguments grounded on the consideration
of past and existing circumstances, we turn to
the future, appealing to your Excellency under
a deep and solemn conviction of the responsibility
which rests no less upon your Excellency than
upon ourselves under the present critical posi-
tion of the Colony. Dismissing all that has
past, we pray your Excellency to look at the
question as now standing on new ground, and
surrounded with new circumstances, and therefore’
! justifying new concessions, Will your Excel-
" lency deem it wise to return to the original statq
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-of thing% end %o'attempt 1b- carey on e Go-
« vegi\ament with your present’ Officers, against the
“declared’ judgment of this House, and the gene-
¥4l opinion of lfe Colony?t' Assuming'this Honse
10 Be prepared to- place’at the disposal ‘ol sich «
" Goverainent the requisite supﬁvli'es for the public
“service, ‘We pray -your Excellency to ‘sonsider

how powerless it would:be:to contendsagainst-tlie
- difficulties with which it would be surrounded.

Asit would ot command the sgmpathy

-4t the, Loony, | ulable it w T
AR ek L e
“and Whsuppoited by & popular General ‘Tekisfa-
“ture; or by publit opinion, it would be’ certatw ta
fail- in gny stragple wittiithose bodies:and in that
-failure may be mmvolved a loss of -influehioe .on

-whith the unity -of the Colony dgpends: ' How: |.
.unable such a Government would be during|

the short remains of  its preparious. exis-
“tence to | §e mMea~
sures of organic = reconstruction of  which
we~ liave: “shown wo-- _and’- stk i~
-aediate ~ need. - Besides- this, ' the' Emipira
-1 involvelt - in foreign ~war, the :effects of
.which, may . reach .even-this; is: remotests de-
.pendency, .whilst. recent océurrences. prove that
+Wé are are not entirely free from the risk of;
_niative "disturbances. ~We pray your Excel-

© 'lency to ‘weigh seriously, and by your ‘own
“ decision to gvert; the'momentous evils whiclimay

. spting fyomv 4-fegble; unsupported,and ukpopular
- rGovernment. af guch i crisis., 0 e g
o fack . peferred o

.. We bave not. overlooked: th

by Your Escellency of the-temporary. nature: of
.your Excellency’s tenure of office. ~ But.fyoun
- Excelléncy, on -the other hand, must pardon us
‘for” reminding you, that the demand of Minis~
“terial -Responsibility was'one of the obvious inci«
dents of the assembling of a popular: Legislature;

1o sbme ext, bonnd “youself

" ‘Excéllency’s*tenitre of office is indeed an’argu-
‘ment’” the' force -of which we recognise”in -esti«
mating your Excelfeney's claims on' 'our sy~

- pathy ond gratidudes: but not as a grouma

%' relief from..the duties 'of -yantlposition.
nder grave circumstances like the present. the

interests of the colony are the one parameungcon-

sideration, and with that object in view, we Khow!
not how to draw a-distinctionrbetween therelations
of the Governgy., de’ facto- towards,the Colony,;
~ whether he be ‘& permanent or temporary. ad-
wiffitrator-of* the office, nor -can-we retognize;
-awydiffereioe anlsing out of such: distinotien; inj

‘the: nature or degree: of the.duties and vespen-|:

sibilities whichmust grow out’ of such.ielations.:
__Before deterniining this qur last.appeal to your:
Excellenty on this subject, we pray your Excel-~:
lency to bear in mind that we ask no méie thany
* the appHvation of 4 priireiple of policy, fully ad-:
© anithed By th Tinprtal' Goverament dsapplicsble;
to colonies, in which -populam Tudgislutisos Iave:
-heen’ establishbdin. the basis: of  comiplete: re--
Ppresentation e recent cases of Jamaiea and,
he €xpress direction of the Imperial Govern-
ment may, (we venture to urge,) be assumed by
your Excellency as safe guidesin the present in-

stance, R ~

- Wetrust that your Excellency will pardon
this our apparent importunity. We have felt
called on thus to lay our sentiments before you
without reserve, no les¢ from motives of duty'to

your Eixcellency as founded on a regard for the in.|

“terests of your Excellency’s Government, of Her
Majesty's Service, afid” of the Colony, than from
& deep sense of our own responsibilities and an

originate- and execute thbge mea- !

som¢ to follow " out;
.thgt measure to its natural consequences:|:
-The temporary and provisional nature of ydun|;

ap;ihdﬁnﬁsr \

. anxiety to discharge ¢ur own conseiences inthis .
matter. And in conelusion: we hwnbly: beg that
your Excellency will bgés\leaSQd to give due
weight to argumunts founded onr considerations of
-justice, policy,-and duty ;" and, s far avin’ you
ies, to rescue the -colony from iis: slanming
difficulties by accedingito-our ireiterated: phayer,
for the immediate establishment: of the Exeeu-
tive. Government. on the basis.of complete Minis-

terial Responsibility. . ;
Mgle’ i 2 ‘ T N e
~ CHARLES: CLIFFORD:
Y o Sp_ealv:er,,v
’ Mgssacr. N 82 -

The' Oficer administering’ the -Governuient
| hagreceived s -Address from the. House of
: Representatives, dated the 16th insent, in
canswer to s Messkge of ‘the Bth:-instant
[ (N, 25Y, and Bis' béstowed tipon ‘the canrents
rof that - document' the anxious consideravion
“which* his® sense ‘of - their -great importanuve to
‘the Colony demanded from him: - -
| Be-will not perimit the character of some of
fthe statementy -and arguménts wiioh that
- Addi gy conveyisto-him 1o distarB-the friendly
‘sentimenty thwirdd Vi Honsg of Rispreseiny-
‘tives which' - he' stwgerely’  entertayny; - and
“eonsiders''it' & duty to' cultivate by all the
means in ‘hiv' power, - Chmroversy berween
the‘ House and’ hivtisel? an poirdionwoftheir Ad-
dtess, whict He cannot but f8el‘to-be objection-

od resalt and would
(? e ¢ H

()

ey _.. . H\ZVs
further to' the subject. oo
I the hope ‘of securing’ harmvnicus rela-
‘tioms between: tHe Tegislitive: atid- Executive
‘branches of the @overriment; and; in-order to
‘tieer to. the" utmost of“hik fower’ the-wisHes-of
‘the House with regsed' tb tHe estabifshment’ of
Ministerial Responsibility, the  OMcer admin-
istering the Government, at'an” early period
of the'vesion; took upom Fimaelf the réspon-
sibility of ‘maliing am - importint cHangeiir tHe
‘composition:of: tHe Bxevutive: OhuieH, dnd he
Hopes ever 16 vevoltect with plemure. the ex:
pression’ of the sutisfaction of the House at Hik
prompt compliance with thefr degire.

Avoiding, as worse' than useless'in:the pre=

sent state of affairs; all reference to the sub
jects of his differenrce with the laté members of
the Executive Council, the- Ofiver adininii-
tering the Goverpment' 15, nevetheless, con-
pellent 1o trotive wnd; - fhideed, “tb™take a8 His
;ﬁﬁﬁe; ‘the dew positiony in, which™ He ald'tie

Xoase “are” phiced “by the mew - denrund Adw
presented to him in the followiag »
“We turn to the future, appesling to your
Excellency under a deep and solemn conviction
of the responsibility which rests no less upon
your; Excellency than upon ourselves, under the
presetit critical position of the Colony. Dismiss-
ing all that has passed, we pray your Excellency
to look at the question as now standing on new
ground, and surroynded with new circumstances,
and therefore justi\Eing new concessions.”
[ The concession requited being, in the last
‘words of the Alddbess;e
¢ The immediate establishment of the Execu-
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tive Government on the basis of complete Min-
isterial Responsibility.” ,

By his Message No. 25, the Officer admin-
istering the Government informed the House
that he believed himself to be absolutely pre-
cluded by the Royal lnstructions from estab-
lishing Ministerial Responsibility in a com-
plete form ; and not anything contained in the
present Address from the House is calculated
tolead him to adifferent conclusion. His sense
of duty absolutely forbids him to make the
concession now required in terms of the most
poritive character; and he has dnly to repeat
the ‘settled conviction of his mind that by
yielding on the point of duty he should de-
serve the censure of Her Majesty and incur
the disapprobation of the Colonists of New
Zealand.

It is therefore plain that a difference has
taken place between the House of Represen-
tatives and the Officer administering the Go-
vernment, which is at this moment irrecon-
cilable. The present Address from the
House coupled with his own unaltered sense
of duty to Her Majesty and the Colony, leaves
him without a hope of being able ta restore
for the present that kind of Ministerial Res-
ponsibility which recently gave so much
satisfaction to himself and apparently to the
House and the public. Neither adverting to
the early proceedings of the House with re-
gard to Ministerial Responsibility—to the
whole character of the Address now before
him—and to the large majority by which it
was adopted, can the Officer administering
the Government think it possible that the

‘Bouse should carry on business without any

ministerial communication between them and
the head of the Government. He is pain-

fully convinced that, as respects Legislation

for the service of the Colony, the Session

‘has tome to an end.

Under these new circumstances as produced
by the new demand of the House, the or-
dinary duty of the Officer Administering the
Government would be to prorogue the Par-

liament indefinitely, and to’submit the whole |

subject to Her Majesty and the Imperial Par-
liament. But as he has before in his anxiety
to do what he thought would be serviceable
and very agreeable to the people of the colony,
taken ‘steps and incurred responsibility
beyond the ordinary duty of an accidental and
temporary administrator of the Government,
so now—with the 'same disposition towards
the colonists, he clings to the hope that
Legislaiion by the General Assembly may

’

i,

not be indefinitely suspended: and, trusting
that a majority of the House may yet, after
reflection, be willing to co-operate with him
in passing laws which are greatly needed by

the colony, he intends forthwith to prorogue

‘the Parliament for but a short peridd, and to
lay before them when they resssemble, his
views of what the wants and best interests of
the colony demand.

In the meanwhile it will be his endeavour
to add to the Executive Conncil such a
number of members, being members of the
Legislature, as shall give to all the Provinces
an effectual voice and inflnence in  both the
Legislative and Executive procecdings of the
Head of the Government. And he further
intends, with the view of accelerating as much
as possible the establishment of complete
Ministerial Responsibility in New Zealand, to
despatch without delay to Her Majesty’s Go-
vernment an earnest request that they may be
pleased, either by means of the Rojal Pre-
rogative, or by the aid of Parliament, to enable
the General Assembly to pass' an effectual’
measure for establishing Responsible Govern-
ment in this Colony according to the forms
and usages of the British Constitution. After
the brief recess of the General Assembly its
two Houses will determine whether it may not
also be expedient for them to concur with the
Officer administering the Government in passing
a Bill for the same purpose, (which, of course,
would be reserved for Her Majesty's assent,)

50 that no means may be-neglected of aequiring

for the Colony in the shortest possible time, a
Political Constitution to which the House
of Representatives do not attach more import-
ance, and which they are not more desirous of
obtaining for this Colony than the Officer Ad-
ministering the Government.
R. H. WynYARD,

Officer Administering the Government.

Government House,

Auckland, 17th August, 1854.

« Mgssace No, 33.

The Officer Administering the Government
transmits to the House of Representatives a
copy of the New Zealand Government Gazette
containing a Proclamation proroguing the
General Assembly until Thursday, the 31st
instant.

* ‘ ~ R. H. Wynvarp,
Officer Administering the Government.
Government House,

Auckland, 17th August, 1854
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